European Elegance
Melanie Millner, The Design Atelier

Walking into the breakfast room immediately reminded designer Melanie Millner of a treasured trip to Tuscany—
where her villa’s veranda overlooked a stunning vista as naturally lush as this residence’s backyard. “The space is
beautiful because of its positioning on the property, overlooking the backyard and pool. The way the light filtered
through the windows made it really dynamic. It's lovely pretty much every hour of the day,” says the designer,
who decided to channel the Italian locale by nestling potted Meyer lemon trees between the pewter Duralee
linen draperies. A square wool rug from Moattar established a sage-colored neutral scheme to complement their
sunny hue: seen in greige wicker chairs, swiveling ottomans, a charcoal-finish Tritter Feefer table and iron
chandelier with Samuel & Sons trim to tie it all together. Handmade French dinnerware look low-key yet chic in
combination with Match pewter flatware and Simon Pearce drinking glasses. “They’re elegant and casual at the
same time,” Millner says. “Perfect for water, wine, champagne,” and, of course, lemonade. Mounted over one
window, a dramatic Todd Murphy piece serves as a partial privacy screen while, on the vaulted ceiling above, a

metallic cork wallcovering shimmers in the light. Says Millner: “It looks like a constellation at night.” —Kate Abney
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