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Melanie Millner and Joel Laseter play well together at the Kids IT office

e pdeafe just us kids
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You're on the 19th floor, 2iready late
for a brainstorming session on 18, How
o you get there, , fast?ify
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work at the

tlanta company Kids Il, which encom-
passes such well-known brands as Baby
Einstein, you could bypass the elevators
and take the slide, spiraling down in a few
whirbwind seconds, And while the slide
may be the big wow. the whole office is
bright and airy, with mid-century furniture
and juicy jolts of cherry red borrowed
from the corporate logo.

Let Google have its Googleplax. Kids Il
now boasts a statement-making home
base where Ping-Pong toumaments erupt
n the rec reom, alongside old-school

T

video games and Vernar Panton-styie
rockers, Design Atelier principal Melanie

160,000 sguare feet sprawling over four
office levels in a glass tower, plus 5.000
sguare feet of showroom entered straight
from the street. Millner began developing
the lively look back in 2004 when Kids ||
commissioned her for 1S prévious head-
quarters, In a suburb. She then distilled
the resyult into a style guide for satellite
offices around the world
Growing 20 percent annually, Kigs Il

decided 1o move its headquarers 1o the
hean of Atlanta as part of a drive to ralse
the company’s global profile, and Miliner

took the helm once again, “The sophi
cation had to be ramped up,” she 5ays
To help transform a standard Class A shel
inta a vibrant workplace that Wwould sup
port and inspire staff as well as broad-
casting the message that Kids Il is a
design-driven innovator, she pulledin
Joel Laseter Architect

The showroom centainly delivers an
that directive—with a 35-foot ceiling and.
along the window wall, sheer red shades
cut in graduated lengths to create 3 huge
swooping curve. Milingr's touch is evident
In a vignelte that visitors s¢e on enlernng
the showroom: A teak-veneeréd s
8 feet In height, curves to embrace {
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