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INTERIOR DESIGN / MELAMIE MILLMER, THE DESIGN ATELIER
HOME BUILDER ' DAVID MILLER, ASPEN CONSTRUCTION

NATURAL
PHENOMENON

SENSATIONAL ARTWORK AND A SPECTACULAR
LANDSCAPE INSPIRE AN ASPEN HOME'S REDESIGN
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t's easy to see why the remodel of this vacation
home, located on the west flank of Aspen's
Buttermilk Mountain, would be inspired by the
spectacular views of Snowmass and Owl Creek
Ranch. But what alsc ignited the design is an
Iimpressive artwork depicling a stag sporting lhree

dimensional branch antlers that exlend off the canvas

several feel in the air. The multimedia painting by Todd
Murphy does more than bring a sense of the natural world
lo the interiors—it is at the hearl of what the home is about

*The first time | saw it, | called Todd immediately,” recalls
interior designer Melanie Millner, who corwinced her clients
the artwork neeged to be the starting point for the redesign
“The painting 15 sophisticated, organic and rustic in equal
parts, with a touch of whimsy. It is perfect for this home.” In
addition to providing a "wow™ moment in the stair hall, the
piece's predominantly black, white and brown hues also
spavwned the surmounding neutral palette that brings a fresh
face 1o the ski gelaway for an Atlanta family.

Like many part-time Aspenites, the wife (a Texas native)
started coming o the valley L0 skKi as a chilg, and gecades
later she and her husband have continued that tradition

-

vith their two tl‘r"""!':J"i]. children, “Afler years ol '4'."|||"';_|
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nd loocking al real eslate, they were considering buying

came on the market 50

a condo in lown when this house L,

they decided o go for something bigger, explains Millner,
who has worked on projects with the family since 2001
Composed of reclaimed barnwood, the building's

"

exterior strikes a rustic note that's familiar in the region

Inside, however, the wife wanted something more modern
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e that merely referenced a Western vibe. “She told me, 'No
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antler chandelers, ~ recalls Millner, referencing the type
n the 19E0s. “she

wanted to keep things fresh with white upholstery and

of light fixtures that lit m any an inlenor
white walls and 1o balance that with blacks and browns.

Fortunately for all concerned, the previous owner had
collected art and changed the interior to accommodale
conlemporary paintings For the new residents, the result ng

gallery-like walis provide a perfecl backdrop for a living

weanng durat e indoar-oulcdoor chenille upl --|=.':--:~,f anticie

demilune sicde tables and a substantial wooden coffee

table that suggests a place to rest yvour feet. " The wile has
J

a lexas grassroots sensibility that leans traditional, and her
husband loves midcentury-modem classics, Millner says
“So the room is an intentional traditional-modern blend”
Rather than completely turn her back on a Westemn
aesthetic, Millner paid homage to ruslic elements but

added a lwist. In concert with Merida rugs, for example,

she designed a stair runner distinguished by a simple
Mative American pattemn o

looks more contemparary than histori T

he dining

room s host chairs are covered in leather, and in the

master bedroom, sconces with leather-lace trim flank a

16-faot ong headboard upholstered with cashmere

[CGIm l_il_'[."li_'-_l |_|'-,' SRRLE u:- |-._-.-|‘|!:|_-1 G I | CRans, winie ':.i_.';i_'l"_'\;

a neutral background that
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“THIS IS
WHERE WEST
TEXAS MEETS
MODERN. THOSE
IDEAS FUSE
TOGETHER
TO MAKE

THIS HOME.”
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Despite great bones that include 8-foot-tall doors and
soanng vaulted celbngs, the home still had cetails thal required
attention. YWhile general contractor David Miller oversaw key
nHems such as the upgrade of 1ihe igniing sysiems and the
creation of new cabinetry, t was the three-day-long installation
Luckily, | have a

background in homicwture, because | actually had o tnim hose

ol the stag artwork he |l never forget
anters 1o make the plece fit on the wall” Miller says.,

A nature theme emerges through the exisling reclaimed
wood celling beams and the refinished pine floors
Elsewhere, a sculptural branch chandelier hovers above the

cining room table, birch branches serve as shehang supparts

in the daughters bedroom, and a guest bathroom wall is
COvErad 1IN Wa |;'l.;'!. Wl resembl II'_'I: ."-.;]I' ) IFee Dark. In Contr ¥51,
the husband’s office strikes a machine-age nole with a senes
of pholos depicting steenng wheels and cnsp-white bult-ins
with metal drawer pulls. "He's a big car buff with a modemn

aesthetic.” Millner explains, “He wanted it 1o feel like an office
and be very different from the rest of the house.”

That blending of stvles and the lunctionality of the rooms
are sources of pride for the interior designer. *I've done
my joby, because the clients really love and use every room
‘It's where Wesl Texas meels

modern. Those ideas fuse together 1o make this home” I

in the house, Millner says
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